Claims 

I claim: 

1 . (Currently amended) A deck bracket for attaching a deck to a building 
comprising: 

a solid bar, an L shaped bracket, a sheath, a mounting support member , a floor 
joist m e mber and a composite support member; 

said solid bar having a first end and a second end; 

said L shaped bracket having a vertical side and a horizontal side; 

said vertical side comprising an upper end, a middle portion, a lower end, a front 
face, a back and a plurality of bolt holes; 

said vertical side further comprising a first bore located between the upper end 
and the middle portion of the vertical side; 

said mounting support member being fixedly attached to the back side of the 
vertical side; 

said mounting support member comprising a second bore; 

said first bore and said second bore being aligned in their relation to each other; 

said first end of said solid bar being flush with said front face of said vertical side 
and being situated within said first bore and said second bore and attached to said vertical 
side and said mounting support member; 

said sheath comprising a first wide side, a second wide side, two narrow sides, an 
inside, an outer side, a first end bore, a second end bore and sheath bolt holes; 

said first end bore being situated within said first wide side; 

said second end bore being situated within said second wide side; 
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said first end bore and said second end bore being aligned in their relation to each 

other; 

said sheath being positioned about and fixedly attached to said fleer 
ieisi composite support member; 

said solid bar being inserted through a first hole in said building and through a 
second hole in said composite support member such that the second end of said solid bar 
extends into said building, and b e yond said composite support m e mb e r; 

said second end of said solid bar thereby being inserted into and through said first 

end bore of said sheath, continuing through a4kir dthe second hole within said fleer 
jeist coniposite support member and further continuing into and through said second end 
bore, said first : and second and third holes being aligned on a horizontal plane with said 
first bore, second bore, first end bore and second end bore; 

whereby said deck bracket extends from an interior of said building such that the 
L shaped bracket is situated outside of and a distance from said building, said horizontal 
side of said L shaped bracket holding deck rim joist support members, said deck rim joist 
support members being fixedly attached to the front face of said vertical side of said L 
shaped bracket, said solid bar extending from the first bore and second bore and 
extending beyond said back of said vertical side of the L shaped bracket into the building, 
said solid bar further being situated within and through drilled holes in said building and 
composite support membe r and said floor joist memb e r , thereby transferring load from 
the deck to said members, said solid bar being further supported by said sheath disposed 
about said floor jois t composite support member, whereby a portion of the load of the 
deck would thereby be transferred to said building, and the deck bracket would not be in 
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direct contact with said building other than the solid bar, which would thus diminish or 
prevent the accumulation of moisture, thus preventing decay of structural load bearing 
components of the deck and the building. 

2. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the first end and the second end of said 
solid bar are threaded, the first bore is threaded, the second bore is threaded, and the 
second end bore is threaded, whereby said second end of said solid bar is screwed into 
the second end bore and said L shaped bracket is screwed onto said first end of said solid 
bar thereby forming the deck bracket. 

3. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the plurality of bolt holes within said 
vertical face comprise an upper bolt hole and a lower bolt hole. 

4. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the solid bar, the L shaped bracket and 
the mounting support member are made of steel or such other strong metal or material of 
similar strength and characteristics and the sheath is made of steel, tin, aluminum or such 
other metal or man made material such as plastic, fiberglass, a composite material or the 
like, of similar strength and characteristics. 

5. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the solid bar is a 
cylindrical bar of one and one-quarter inches in diameter and has a length of two f e et 
si xseven inches to thr e e fe e t , the L shaped bracket is made of one-half inch thick steel 
plate with a width of three inches, the front face of the vertical side is seven and one-half 
inches in length, the back of the vertical face is eight inches in length, the horizontal side 
of the L shaped bracket is three and one-half inches in length, the upper bolt hole and the 
lower bolt hole each have a diameter of seven-sixteenths of an inch, the upper bolt hole is 
centered at a point three-quarters of an inch down from the upper end of the vertical side 
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and one and one-half inches from either edge of the vertical side of the L shaped bracket , 
the lower bolt hole is centered at a point five and five-eighths inches below the upper bolt 
hole and one and one-half inches from either edge of the vertical side of the L shaped 
bracket , the first bore has a diameter of one and one-quarter inches, centered at a point 
two and three-quarter inches below the upper end of the vertical side and one and one- 
half inches from either edge of the vertical side of the L shaped bracket, the mounting 
support member is two and one-half inches wide by two inches tall by three-quarters of 
an inch thick, said mounting support member being attached to the back of the vertical 
side at a point one and three-quarters inches down from the upper end of the vertical side 
and one-quarter inch from each side of the vertical side and four and one-quarter inches 
from the lower end of the vertical side, the second bore has a diameter of one and one- 
quarter inches and is centered at a point one inch from the top and bottom of the 
mounting support member and one and one-quarter inches from the sides of the mounting 
support member, the sheath is five and one-half inches wide by two and one-half inches 
deep by five and one-half inches tall, the first end bore and second end bore each have a 
diameter of one and one-quarter inches and are centered two and three-quarters inches 
from either side of the sheath at any point along that midline of the first wide side and 
second wide side, as the case may be, so long as the first end bore and second end bore 
are located at least one-half inch from the bottom of the sheath, and the sheath bolt holes 
are situated near each of the four corners of each of the first wide side and second wide 
side. 

6. (Withdrawn-currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising a floor 
joist member, whereby A d e ck brack e t for attaching a d e ck to a building comprising: 
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a solid bar, an L shap e d brack e t, a sheath, a mounting support memb e r, and a 

structur e support m e mber; 

said solid bar having a first end and a s e cond e nd; 

said L shap e d bracket having a v e rtical sid e and a horizontal side; 

said vertical sid e comprising an upper e nd, a middl e portion, a lower end, a front 

fac e , a back and a plurality of bolt hol e s; 

said v e rtical sid e furth e r comprising a first bor e locat e d b e tween th e upper e nd 

and th e middle portion of th e v e rtical sid e ; 

said mounting s upport memb e r b e ing fix e dly attached to th e back side of the 

vertical sid e : 

said mounting support member comprising a second bor e ; 

said first bor e and said second bor e b e ing align e d in their r e lation to e ach oth e r; 

said first end of said solid bar b e ing flush with said front fac e of said v e rtical sid e 

and b e ing situat e d within said first bor e and said s e cond bor e and attach e d to said vertical 
side and said mounting support m e mber; 

said sh e ath comprising a first wid e sid e , a second wid e side, two narrow sides, an 

insid e , an outer sid e , a first e nd bore, a s e cond end bore and sheath bolt hol e s; 

said first e nd bor e b e ing situat e d within said first wid e sid e ; 

said s e cond end bore b e ing situat e d within said s e cond wid e sid e ; 

said first end bor e and said second e nd bor e b e ing align e d in th e ir r e lation to e ach 

oth e r; 

said sheath bemg-is_positioned about and fixedly attached to said structur e 
suppert floor joist member; 
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said solid bar being inserted into and through a -said first hole in said building, 
said second end of said solid bar extending to and through said first end bore of said 
sh e ath and continuing through a said second hole within said structur e composite support 
member and further continuing into and through said first end bore of said sheath and 
continuing through a third hole in said floor joist member and further continuing to and 
through said second end bore, said first.-aftd second and third holes being aligned on a 
horizontal plane with said first bore, second bore, first end bore and second end bore; 

whereby said deck bracket extends from an interior of said building such that the 
L shaped bracket is situated outside of and a distance from said building, said horizontal 
side of said L shaped bracket holding deck rim joist support members, said deck rim joist 
support members being fixedly attached to the front face of said vertical side of said L 
shaped bracket, said solid bar extending from the first bore and second bore and 
extending beyond said back of said vertical side of the L shaped bracket into said 
building through said first hole , said solid bar further being situated within and through a 
driited- said second hole in said structure composite support membe r and within and 
through said first end bore of said sheath, said third hole in said floor joist member and 
said second end bore of said sheath , thereby transferring load from the deck to said 
composite support membe r and floor joist member, said solid bar being further supported 
by said sheath disposed about said structure support floor joist member, whereby a portion 
of the load of the deck would thereby be transferred to said building and the deck bracket 
would not be in direct contact with said building other than the solid bar, which would 
thus diminish or prevent the accumulation of moisture, thus preventing decay of 
structural load bearing components of the deck and building. 
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7. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 6 wherein the first end and the second end 
of said solid bar are threaded, the first bore is threaded, the second bore is threaded, and 
the second end bore is threaded, whereby said second end of said solid bar is screwed 
into the second end bore and said L shaped bracket is screwed onto said first end of said 
solid bar thereby forming the deck bracket. 

8. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 6 wherein the plurality of bolt holes within 
said vertical face comprise an upper bolt hole and a lower bolt hole. 

9. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 6 wherein the solid bar, the L shaped 
bracket and the mounting support member are made of steel or such other strong metal or 
material of similar strength and characteristics and the sheath is made of steel, tin, 
aluminum or such other metal or man made material such as plastic, fiberglass, a 
composite material or the like, of similar strength and characteristics. 

10. (Withdrawn-currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 6 wherein the solid bar is a 
cylindrical bar of one and one-quarter inches in diameter and has a length of s e ven two 
feet six inches to three feet, the L shaped bracket is made of one-half inch thick steel 
plate with a width of three inches, the front face of the vertical side is seven and one-half 
inches in length, the back of the vertical face is eight inches in length, the horizontal side 
of the L shaped bracket is three and one-half inches in length, the upper bolt hole and the 
lower bolt hole each have a diameter of seven-sixteenths of an inch, the upper bolt hole is 
centered at a point three-quarters of an inch down from the upper end of the vertical side 
and one and one-half inches from either edge of the vertical side of the L shaped bracket , 
the lower bolt hole is centered at a point five and five-eighths inches below the upper bolt 
hole and one and one-half inches from either edge of the vertical side of the L shaped 
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bracket , the first bore has a diameter of one and one-quarter inches, centered at a point 
two and three-quarter inches below the upper end of the vertical side and one and one- 
half inches from either edge of the vertical side of the L shaped bracket, the mounting 
support member is two and one-half inches wide by two inches tall by three-quarters of 
an inch thick, said mounting support member being attached to the back of the vertical 
side at a point one and three-quarters inches down from the upper end of the vertical side 
and one-quarter inch from each side of the vertical side and four and one-quarter inches 
from the lower end of the vertical side, the second bore has a diameter of one and one- 
quarter inches and is centered at a point one inch from the top and bottom of the 
mounting support member and one and one -quarter inches from the sides of the mounting 
support member, the sheath is five and one-half inches wide by two and one-half inches 
deep by five and one-half inches tall, the first end bore and second end bore each have a 
diameter of one and one-quarter inches and are centered two and three-quarters inches 
from either side of the sheath at any point along that midline of the first wide side and 
second wide side, as the case may be, so long as the first end bore and second end bore 
are located at least one-half inch from the bottom of the sheath, and the sheath bolt holes 
are situated near each of the four corners of each of the first wide side and second wide 
side. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) A method of attaching a deck to a building comprising: 
a deck bracket, said deck bracket further comprising a solid bar, an L shaped 

bracket, a sheath, a mounting support member , a floor joist memb e r and a composite 

support member; 

said solid bar having a first end and a second end; 
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said L shaped bracket having a vertical side and a horizontal side; 

said vertical side comprising an upper end, a middle portion, a lower end, a front 
face, a back and a plurality of bolt holes; 

said vertical side further comprising a first bore located between the upper end 
and the middle portion of the vertical side; 

said mounting support member being fixedly attached to the back side of the 
vertical side; 

said mounting support member comprising a second bore; 

said first bore and said second bore being aligned in their relation to each other; 

said first end of said solid bar being flush with said front face of said vertical side 
and being situated within said first bore and said second bore and attached to said vertical 
side and said mounting support member; 

said sheath comprising a first wide side, a second wide side, two narrow sides, an 
inside, an outer side, a first end bore, a second end bore and sheath bolt holes; 

said first end bore being situated within said first wide side; 

said second end bore being situated within said second wide side; 

said first end bore and said second end bore being aligned in their relation to each 

other; 

said sheath being positioned about and fixedly attached to said fleer 
ieis tcomposite member; 

said solid bar being inserted through a first hole in said building and into and 
through said first end bore of said sheath, continuing t hrough a second hole in said 
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composite support member such that th e s e cond e nd of said solid bar extends b e yond said 
composit e support m e mb e r; 

said second end of said solid bar b e ing ins e rt e d into and through said first end 

bore of said sheath, continuing through a third hol e within said floor joist m e mb e r and 
further continuing into and through said second end bore, said first and^ second and third 
holes being aligned on a horizontal plane with said first bore, second bore, first end bore 
and second end bore; 

whereby said deck bracket extends from an interior of said building such that the 
L shaped bracket is situated outside of and a distance from said building, said horizontal 
side of said L shaped bracket holding deck rim joist support members, said deck rim joist 
support members being fixedly attached to the front face of said vertical side of said L 
shaped bracket, said solid bar extending from the first bore and second bore and 
extending beyond said back of said vertical side of the L shaped bracket into said first 
hole of said building, said solid bar further being situated within and through said 
seconddrilled holes in said composite support member and said floor joist m e mb e r , 
thereby transferring load from the deck to said members, said solid bar being further 
supported by said sheath disposed about said floor iois t composite member, whereby a 
portion of the load of the deck would thereby be transferred to said building and the deck 
bracket would not be in direct contact with said building other than the solid bar, which 
would thus diminish or prevent the accumulation of moisture, thus preventing decay of 
structural load bearing components of the deck and building. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the first end and the second end of said 
solid bar are threaded, the first bore is threaded, the second bore is threaded, and the 



12 



second end bore is threaded, whereby said second end of said solid bar is screwed into 
the second end bore and said L shaped bracket is screwed onto said first end of said solid 
bar thereby forming the deck bracket. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the plurality of bolt holes within said 
vertical face comprise an upper bolt hole and a lower bolt hole. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the solid bar, the L shaped bracket and 
the mounting support member are made of steel or such other strong metal or material of 
similar strength and characteristics and the sheath is made of steel, tin, aluminum or such 
other metal or man made material such as plastic, fiberglass, a composite material or the 
like, of similar strength and characteristics. 

15. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the solid bar is a 
cylindrical bar of one and one-quarter inches in diameter and has a length of two f ee t 
sixseven inches to thr ee f e et , the L shaped bracket is made of one-half inch thick steel 
plate with a width of three inches, the front face of the vertical side is seven and one-half 
inches in length, the back of the vertical face is eight inches in length, the horizontal side 
of the L shaped bracket is three and one-half inches in length, the upper bolt hole and the 
lower bolt hole each have a diameter of seven-sixteenths of an inch, the upper bolt hole is 
centered at a point three-quarters of an inch down from the upper end of the vertical side 
and one and one-half inches from either edge of the vertical side of the L shaped bracket , 
the lower bolt hole is centered at a point five and five-eighths inches below the upper bolt 
hole and one and one-half inches from either edge of the vertical side of the L shaped 
bracket , the first bore has a diameter of one and one-quarter inches, centered at a point 
two and three-quarter inches below the upper end of the vertical side and one and one- 
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half inches from either edge of the vertical side of the L shaped bracket, the mounting 
support member is two and one-half inches wide by two inches tall by three-quarters of 
an inch thick, said mounting support member being attached to the back of the vertical 
side at a point one and three-quarters inches down from the upper end of the vertical side 
and one-quarter inch from each side of the vertical side and four and one-quarter inches 
from the lower end of the vertical side, the second bore has a diameter of one and one- 
quarter inches and is centered at a point one inch from the top and bottom of the 
mounting support member and one and one-quarter inches from the sides of the mounting 
support member, the sheath is five and one-half inches wide by two and one-half inches 
deep by five and one-half inches tall, the first end bore and second end bore each have a 
diameter of one and one-quarter inches and are centered two and three-quarters inches 
from either side of the sheath at any point along that midline of the first wide side and 
second wide side, as the case may be, so long as the first end bore and second end bore 
are located at least one-half inch from the bottom of the sheath, and the sheath bolt holes 
are situated near each of the four corners of each of the first wide side and second wide 
side. 

16. (Withdrawn-currently amended) The method of claim 1 1 further comprising a floor 
joist member, whereby A m e thod of attaching a deck to a building comprising: 

a deck brack e t, said d e ck brack e t further comprising a solid bar, an L s hap e d 

bracket, a sheath, a mounting support m e mber, and a structur e support memb e r; 

said solid bar having a first e nd and a s e cond end; 

said L shaped bracket having a vertical sid e and a horizontal sid e ; 
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said vertical side comprising an upper e nd. a middl e portion, a lower e nd, a front 

fac e , a back and a plurality of bolt hol e s; 

s aid v e rtical sid e furth e r compri s ing a first bore locat e d b e tw ee n th e upper end 

and th e middl e portion of th e vertical sid e ; 

said mounting support memb e r b e ing fixedly attach e d to the back side of th e 

v e rtical sid e ; 

said mounting support m e mber comprising a s e cond bor e ; 

said first bore and said s e cond bor e being align e d in their r e lation to e ach oth e r; 

said first e nd of said solid bar b e ing flush with said front fac e of said vertical side 

and b e ing situated within said first bor e and said s e cond bore and attach e d to said v e rtical 
side and said mounting support m e mber; 

said sh e ath comprising a first wid e sid e , a second wid e side, two narrow sides, an 

insid e , an outer sid e , a first end bor e , a s e cond e nd bore and sh e ath bolt holes; 

said first end bor e being situat e d within said first wide side; 

said s e cond end bore b e ing situat e d within said s e cond wid e sid e ; 

said first e nd bore and said s e cond e nd bore b e ing align e d in th e ir r e lation to e ach 

oth e r; 

said sheath being-ispositioned about and fixedly attached to said structure 

support floor joist member; 

said solid bar being inserted into and through asaid first hole in said building, said 
second end of said solid bar extending to and through sai d second hole of said composite 
member and to and through said first end bore of said sheath and continuing through a 
third s e cond hole within said structure support floor joist member and further continuing 
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into and through said second end bore, said firsthand second and third holes being 
aligned on a horizontal plane with said first bore, second bore, first end bore and second 
end bore; 

whereby said deck bracket extends from an interior of said building such that the 
L shaped bracket is situated outside of and a distance from said building, said horizontal 
side of said L shaped bracket holding deck rim joist support members, said deck rim joist 
support members being fixedly attached to the front face of said vertical side of said L 
shaped bracket, said solid bar extending from the first bore and second bore and 
extending beyond said back of said vertical side of the L shaped bracket into said first 
hole of said building, said solid bar further being situated within and through a drilled said 
second hole in said structure composite support member, and within and through said 
first end bore of said sheath, said third hole in said floor joist member and said second 
end bore of said sheath thereby transferring load from the deck to said composite support 
membe r and said floor joist member , said solid bar being further supported by said sheath 
dispos e d about said structure support memb e r, whereby a portion of the load of the deck 
would thereby be transferred to said building and the deck bracket would not be in direct 
contact with said building other than the solid bar, which would thus diminish or prevent 
the accumulation of moisture, thus preventing decay of structural load bearing 
components of the deck and building. 

17. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 16 wherein the first end and the second end 
of said solid bar are threaded, the first bore is threaded, the second bore is threaded, and 
the second end bore is threaded, whereby said second end of said solid bar is screwed 
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into the second end bore and said L shaped bracket is screwed onto said first end of said 
solid bar thereby forming the deck bracket. 

1 8. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1 6 wherein the plurality of bolt holes within 
said vertical face comprise an upper bolt hole and a lower bolt hole. 

19. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 16 wherein the solid bar, the L shaped 
bracket and the mounting support member are made of steel or such other strong metal or 
material of similar strength and characteristics and the sheath is made of steel, tin, 
aluminum or such other metal or man made material such as plastic, fiberglass, a 
composite material or the like, of similar strength and characteristics. 

20. (Withdrawn-currently amended) The method of claim 16 wherein the solid bar is a 
cylindrical bar of one and one-quarter inches in diameter and has a length of seven -two 
feet six inches to three feet , the L shaped bracket is made of one-half inch thick steel 
plate with a width of three inches, the front face of the vertical side is seven and one-half 
inches in length, the back of the vertical face is eight inches in length, the horizontal side 
of the L shaped bracket is three and one-half inches in length, the upper bolt hole and the 
lower bolt hole each have a diameter of seven-sixteenths of an inch, the upper bolt hole is 
centered at a point three-quarters of an inch down from the upper end of the vertical side 
and one and one-half inches from either edge of the vertical side of the L shaped bracket , 
the lower bolt hole is centered at a point five and five-eighths inches below the upper bolt 
hole and one and one-half inches from either edge of the vertical side of the L shaped 
bracket , the first bore has a diameter of one and one-quarter inches, centered at a point 
two and three-quarter inches below the upper end of the vertical side and one and one- 
half inches from either edge of the vertical side of the L shaped bracket, the mounting 
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support member is two and one-half inches wide by two inches tall by three-quarters of 
an inch thick, said mounting support member being attached to the back of the vertical 
side at a point one and three-quarters inches down from the upper end of the vertical side 
and one-quarter inch from each side of the vertical side and four and one-quarter inches 
from the lower end of the vertical side, the second bore has a diameter of one and one- 
quarter inches and is centered at a point one inch from the top and bottom of the 
mounting support member and one and one-quarter inches from the sides of the mounting 
support member, the sheath is five and one-half inches wide by two and one-half inches 
deep by five and one-half inches tall, the first end bore and second end bore each have a 
diameter of one and one-quarter inches and are centered two and three-quarters inches 
from either side of the sheath at any point along that midline of the first wide side and 
second wide side, as the case may be, so long as the first end bore and second end bore 
are located at least one-half inch from the bottom of the sheath, and the sheath bolt holes 
are situated near each of the four corners of each of the first wide side and second wide 
side. 
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